PARENT/GUARDIAN--ECONOMIC STATUS SAMPLE FORM
Data Collection used in the Essential Programs & Services State School Funding Allocation
Dear Parents/Guardians:

This form will provide information needed by the Maine Department of Education to determine PUT SCHOOL NAME HERE‘s eligibility status for State Economically Disadvantaged funds available under the Essential Programs & Services Funding Act.  Data in this form is not for school lunch purposes, only to determine economically disadvantaged status for allocation of State education funds**.
If you have any questions, please call ______________________ at ________________.  The due date to return this form to your school administrator is September___, 2026.  Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,
School Administrator
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please use the table below as guidance to determine your student’s economic status.  If household income is equal to or less than the earnings for your household size in the chart below, then your student meets the lower-income household criteria.  Household size includes adults and children. 
	USDA Income Eligibility Guidelines*

	Effective from July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027

	Household Size (including Adults)
	Annual Earnings
	Monthly Earnings
	Twice Per Month Earnings
	Every Two Weeks Earnings
	Weekly Earnings

	1
	 $       29,526 
	 $    2,461 
	 $    1,231 
	 $    1,136 
	 $       568 

	2
	 $       40,034 
	 $    3,337 
	 $    1,669 
	 $    1,540 
	 $       770 

	3
	 $       50,542 
	 $    4,212 
	 $    2,106 
	 $    1,944 
	 $       972 

	4
	 $       61,050 
	 $    5,088 
	 $    2,544 
	 $    2,349 
	 $    1,175 

	5
	 $       71,558 
	 $    5,964 
	 $    2,982 
	 $    2,753 
	 $    1,377 

	6
	 $       82,066 
	 $    6,839 
	 $    3,420 
	 $    3,157 
	 $    1,579 

	7
	 $       92,574 
	 $    7,715 
	 $    3,858 
	 $    3,561 
	 $    1,781 

	8
	 $     103,082 
	 $    8,591 
	 $    4,296 
	 $    3,965 
	 $    1,983 

	For each additional family member, add………………….
	
 $       10,508 
		
$876
			
 $438 
	
$405
	
$203



	Student’s Last Name
	Student’s First Name
	Name of School
	Student’s Current Grade
	Student Meets Lower Income Household Criteria

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Please duplicate this form for additional children.  Return this form to your child’s school by September ___, 2026
Signature of Parent: _________________________________________________     Date: ____________
* Economically disadvantaged status is defined as students who are at or below 185% of Poverty Level per the current USDA Income Eligibility Guidelines  https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals/fr-040926 
**Essential Programs and Services Statute 20-A §15672(3).
