Special Service Director’s Meeting
January 18, 2024

Multilingual Learners with Disabilities
Jane Armstrong, ESOL State Specialist


RESOURCES
MDOE Website
· Identifying and Serving Students Who are Multilingual Learners with Disabilities: Policy and Resource Guide
· Main page: ESOL Newsletter & ESOL Listserv    
EMME (Educators for a Multilingual Maine) ESOL Teacher of the Year Nomination (direct link) and EMME Conference March 8, 2024  EMME (google.com)
· ESOL Program Toolkit
· MDOE Data Dashboard

WestEd English Learners with Disabilities Network
· 2023-2024 Padlet

ELLevation Impact Series: Sara Kangas
· Recordings  (includes slides, handouts, and resource list)


QUESTIONS
1. How are SPED and ESOL teams/teachers collaborating? 
What systems & structures are in place to make this happen? What needs to be in place to make this happen?
2. Is there time for SPED and ESOL to learn together? What district and school structures can support this collaboration?
3. In your roles as Special Services directors, are you responsible for overseeing and/or directing ESOL programming in your district?
If yes, what do you need to support this responsibility? What training have you been provided to support this work?

MDOE’s STRUCTURES of SUPPORT 
· 1-1 : Book an appointment found on my email signature
· Office Hours: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 1/22, 2/26, 3/25, 4/22, 5/20, 6/17     ZOOM LINK to register     Open to anyone!
· MLAC: Multilingual Learner Advisory Council 
· Focus Area Subcommittees: SLIFE Programming/Screener, MLs with Disabilities, Early Childhood, Seal of Biliteracy
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Table I. Questions to Building a Holistic Understanding of Students With Disabilities Who Are Learning English.

Ask special education teachers

Ask EL teachers

Ask all teachers

|. What disabilities have been identified
or are currently being monitored?

2. How does the disability influence the
student’s learning?

3. In what ways does the disability
influence the student’s behaviors?

4. Does the disability manifest in the
student’s first language as well?

5. What are the student’s academic
strengths?

6. What are the student’s academic
growth areas?

7. What are your academic and
functional goals for the student?

8. How can | modify and/or adapt my
instruction to support the student’s
special needs?

9. What instructional and behavioral
strategies work well for the student?

10. What other modifications or
accommodations should | provide
the student?

11. How can | change the physical
classroom space to support the
student’s learning?

1. What is the English proficiency level of
the student?

2. What is the student’s first language and
proficiency in that language?

3. What can the student do and not do at
this proficiency level?

I. What are the student’s interests?

2. How does the student spend his or her
time outside of school?
3. What is the student’s educational history?

4. How do the student’s abilities vary across 4. How do the student’s EL and disability

listening, speaking, reading, and writing?
5. What are the student’s strengths in the
English language?

6. What are the student’s growth areas in
the English language?

7. How can | know if my speech and class
materials are at an appropriate language
level?

8. What are some strategies for getting the
student to speak more often in class?

9. How can | facilitate the student’s (first
and second) language development?
10. What EL accommodations should |
provide to the student?

I1. How do | know if the student is ready to
learn specific grammatical forms?

needs overlap?

5. What strategies can we implement to
maximize support for those overlapping
areas?

6. In what ways can our team share data and
other information more systematically?

7. What changes can our team make to
ensure the student receives special
education, EL, and related services?
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